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of public opinion is marked by three or four days of intense
excitement.

It was reserved for Vergniaud, the greatest orator of the
Eevolutionary period, to  strike the first great blow at the
passing popularity of the king, by recalling to the minds of
the deputies of the Assembly, and, through the publication of
his speech, to the minds of all Frenchmen, the suspicion that
Louis XVI. was in league with the enemies of France.    On
July 3 Jean Debry opened a debate upon the state of France,
and Vergniaud succeeded him at the tribune.   His long speech
was devoted to an elaborate attack upon the unfortunate
monarch, and the following passage will give some idea of his
eloquence:  " It is in the name of the king" he said, " that
the French princes have tried to raise all the courts of Europe
against France ; it is to vindicate the dignity of the king that
the treaty of Pillnitz was signed, and the monstrous alliance
made between the courts of Vienna and Berlin ; it is to defend
the king that the former companies of the Body-Guard have
hurried to Germany to serve beneath the standards of rebellion;
it is to come to the help of the king that the emigres ask for and
obtain employment in the Austrian armies, and get ready to
tear the bosom of their fatherland; it is to join these gallant
defenders of the royal prerogative that other gallants, of the
most  scrupulous honour, are abandoning their posts in the
presence of the enemy, are breaking their oaths, are stealing
the military chests, are labouring to corrupt their soldiers, and
are thus setting their glory in cowardice, peijury, bribery,
theft, and .assassination; it is against the nation or the National
Assembly alone, and for the maintenance of the splendour of
the throne, that the King of Hungary and Bohemia is making
war upon us, and the King of Prussia marching towards our
frontiers; it is in the name of the king that liberty is being
attacked, and if it should be overthrown, the empire would
soon be dismembered to indemnify the allied powers for their
expenses; for the generosity of kings is well known, as well
as the disinterestedness with which they send their armies to
desolate a foreign land, and the extent to which it can be